EVALUATING TOPIC SENTENCES- I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
Each paragraph should have a topic/argument sentence and specific support.

PROBLEM #1:  TOPIC SENTENCE IS NOT AN ARGUMENT, JUST A FACT.


Maya grows up in the South and spends most of her childhood with her grandmother in Arkansas.

PROBLEM #2:  NO TOPIC SENTENCE, JUST EXAMPLES

The first example is never giving up.  When Maya went to Mexico and her father got drunk, Maya needed to drive.  At first Maya did not know how to, so she was thinking of not driving.  However, she decided that she would and she did.  She did not give up.  Also when Maya wanted to apply for a job, they did not hire her the first time.  But after that she kept on going back until one day she was hired for the job.  She did not just quit when things did not work out so well the first time.

PROBLEM #3:  TOPIC SENTENCE IS TOO ABSTRACT.

People have a hard time during their teenage years.  Maya ends up living in a junkyard in an abandoned car for a while.  She cannot stand her father’s girlfriend, and she is afraid to go home to her mother because if her mother sees her injury, she will kill the girlfriend.  So for a while she hangs out with other homeless teenagers.

PROBLEM #4:  TOPIC SENTENCE IS TOO BROAD.


 Many different things happened to Maya in her lifetime. These were the things that most likely made her what she was in the book and what she is today. The first event is that Maya’s parents got divorced. In the beginning she didn’t talk about it much but she did say “they finally decided to put an end to their calamitous marriage.” Calamitous means a disaster or dire distress; clearly they must have argued and fought in front of Maya and her younger brother. The second most traumatic event in this story is that Maya got molested and raped by her mother’s boyfriend. This was a very hollow and empty period for Maya. She was feeling not wanted and wanted to be held and comforted by someone. She was very vulnerable. Mr. Freeman took age of her vulnerability and made her feel comfortable and wanted, but in a really nasty way. If Maya had known that he was taking advantage of her, she would not have put herself in a position to be trapped. When she finally did discover the truth, it was as if that point was the climax of the novel and of Maya.
PROBLEM #5:  TOPIC SENTENCE IS FINE, BUT THE EVIDENCE DOES NOT SUPPORT IT.


One aspect of Maya’s life that influenced her was having many different families in many different places.  Her mother and father are not together in this book, but Maya sees both of them.  Momma is her grandmother.  Maya and Bailey lived with her for a long time.  Bailey is somewhat a bad kid.  He and Maya love each other very much.  Bailey one time made a tent in the backyard and Maya wanted to always play with him in it.  Bailey would invite girls in the tent and they would play house.  He told Maya to be the lookout.  He would tell the girls to pull up their dresses.  Maya knew what he was doing in there but would not tell on him because she loved him so much.
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