CLAUSES AND PHRASES OVERVIEW

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE=COMPLETE SENTENCE.  It expresses a complete thought and can stand by itself.
A DEPENDENT OR SUBORDINATE CLAUSE does NOT express a complete thought and CANNOT stand alone.

PHRASE: a group of related words that is used as a single part of speech and does not contain both a verb and its subject

APPOSITIVE: a noun or pronoun that follows another noun or pronoun to identify or explain it

· Ms. Tantillo, our English teacher, wrote some new vocabulary words on the board.

ADVERB CLAUSE: a dependent/subordinate clause that modifies a verb, an adjective, or an adverb

· When you are finished with the test, you may begin the homework.

PARTICIPIAL PHRASE: a participle and its related words, acting as an adjective

· Having finished my homework, I began reading another book.

PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE: a phrase that begins with a preposition and ends with a noun or pronoun

· In the end, the main character finds happiness.

RELATIVE CLAUSE: a dependent clause that begins with a relative pronoun (who, which, or that)

Non-restrictive (AKA non-essential) relative clauses must be set off by commas.

· Pizza, which is my second-favorite food, is made with cheese, sauce, and usually garlic.

Restrictive (AKA essential) relative clauses should NOT be set off with commas.

· Anyone who violates the rules will receive consequences.

PRACTICE: Use the terms above to label the underlined passages below.

1. ____________________________________After you have eaten lunch, please wipe your table.

2. ____________________________________For example, he practices every day.

3. ____________________________________Everyone who needs assistance should stay after school.

4. ____________________________________Thinking ahead, she anticipated what the teacher was going to say next.

5. ____________________________________Jon Stewart, who hosted the Oscars one year, is my favorite comedian.

6. ____________________________________Jon Stewart, my favorite comedian, is also the host of “The Daily Show.”
7. ____________________________________ I will play golf this weekend; the weather will be warm.
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