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Brooklyn Diocese Moves to Shut 14 Schools

The Diocese of Brooklyn has proposed closing 14 elementary schools at the end of the current
academlc year, a plan that would mean that one of the nation’s largest Catholic dioceses would have
shuttered nearly 40 percent of its grade schools in the past seven years.
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PARAPHRASE:

Following a trend that has worsened over the past seven years, the Brooklyn Diocese will close 14 more
elementary schools at the end of this year. For a long time, these Catholic schools have provided a safe,
affordable educational option for many different families.

QUESTIONS THAT COME TO MIND:

Why are they planning to close these schools?

Are fewer people choosing these schools, and if so, why?

Is the economic downturn affecting whether parents can pay?
Are parents choosing charter schools instead?

Are the allegations against priests affecting the membership of the church and/or whether people choose
to send their children to Catholic schools?

INFERENCES, SPECULATIONS, PREDICTIONS: -

I suspect that the schools are losing students and thus funding, so they probably cannot afford to stay

open. I predict that these school closures will lead more parents to look for other educational options,
such as charter schools.

SUMMARY OR MAIN IDEA/ARGUMENT:

The Brooklyn Diocese will close 14 elementary schools by the end of this year, no doubt with serious
consequences for teachers, parents, and students.
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