Book Talk Project for Class Novel

After students have read the entire book, assign each student a different chapter.  Then, explain the following directions:

Each student will give a brief (1-2 minute) summary of events in his/her assigned chapter.  When summarizing fiction, students should consider the following questions:

1. DECISIONS WITH PURPOSE: What major decisions do the characters make, and why?

2. CONFLICTS/OBSTACLES/CHALLENGES: What conflicts, obstacles, or challenges do the characters face, and how do they deal with them?

3. LESSONS/INSIGHTS/MESSAGES: What lessons do any of the characters learn?  What do WE learn?

4. CAUSES AND EFFECTS:  What events/actions have major effects on characters?  How do the characters react?

5. PATTERNS: What patterns from either this passage or the rest of the book do you notice in this passage?

Then, for another 5-7 minutes, the audience will ask some/all of the following questions.  Presenters must answer clearly and thoroughly, providing specific evidence from the chapter.  They may refer to note cards, Post-its in the chapter, or the Book Talk for Class Novel Preparation handout.

1. How did this chapter change your mind about any of the characters?

2. What adjectives come to mind when you think of this chapter?  Explain.

3. What was your favorite part of this chapter?  Why?

4. What did you dislike about this chapter, if anything?  Why?

5. What questions would you ask the author (either about this chapter or about the book as a whole), if you could?  Why?

6. What surprised you in this chapter?  Why?

7. What was the most important thing you learned from this chapter?  Explain.

SCORING:

_________/ 30 pts. 
Blurb timing, completeness, and pacing

_________/  30
Thoroughness and specificity of responses to questions

_________/  20
Use of standard English and sophisticated vocabulary

_________/  10
Eye contact with range of audience members

_________/  10
Appropriate volume and poise

_________/  100pts. TOTAL 

NOTE: PRESENTERS can use the Book Talk for Class Novel Preparation handout (see next few pages).  AUDIENCE MEMBERS will ask questions and take notes on the Book Talk for Class Novel Notes handout (which also follows).

NAME___________________________________________DATE______________Chapter #______

BOOK TALK FOR CLASS NOVEL PREPARATION (for presenters)

SUMMARY (In the box below, see which of these questions you can answer about your chapter.)

1. DECISIONS WITH PURPOSE: What major decisions do the characters make, and why?

2. CONFLICTS/OBSTACLES/CHALLENGES: What conflicts, obstacles, or challenges do the characters face, and how do they deal with them?

3. LESSONS/INSIGHTS/MESSAGES: What lessons do any of the characters learn?  What do WE learn?

4. CAUSES AND EFFECTS:  What events/actions have major effects on characters?  How do the characters react?

5. PATTERNS: What patterns from either this passage or the rest of the book do you notice in this passage?

	


QUESTIONS THAT THE AUDIENCE WILL ASK (Jot your notes in each box.)

	1. How did this chapter change your mind about any of the characters?



	2. What adjectives come to mind when you think of this chapter?  Explain.



	3. What was your favorite part of this chapter?  Why?



	4. What did you dislike about this chapter, if anything?  Why?



	5. What questions would you ask the author (either about this chapter or about the book as a whole), if you could?  Why?



	6. What surprised you in this chapter?  Why?



	7. What was the most important thing you learned from this chapter?  Explain.




NAME___________________________________________DATE________________

BOOK TALK FOR CLASS NOVEL NOTES (for audience members)

Presenter:_____________________________________Chapter #________

Three things I learned from this presentation:

	1



	2



	3




Presenter:_____________________________________Chapter #________

Three things I learned from this presentation:

	1



	2



	3
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